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FrienDs OF ST. INNOCENT S ACADEMY

c/o ST. PAISIUS ABBEY, IO. BOX 130
FORESTVILLE, CALIFORNIA 95436

Heading into Another Year

Dear Friends of Saint Innocent’s Academy,

Thank you, we couldn’t have done it without you. This com-
pletes our pilot year, and over the last twelve months we have been
able to build a solid foundation and reputation. Please realize that
everything you read in this Eagle newslertter is due to your prayers,
support and the grace of God.

However, we are not out of the woods yet. As we enter upon our
second year your prayers and support are what will keep us going.
We now face the challenge of finding and building a more permanent
location for the Academy. Our lease for our present building is over
and purchase at the present time is not possible. We will be moving
into a temporary facility unless we find a suitable and affordable
purchase soon.

We see and are consoled that in the life of St. Innocent there
were many hardships and difficulties. He suffered deprivation as he
battled the harsh elements of nature with the sole purpose of making
heaven as accessible to as many souls as possible. In the same spirit



our intention is to make a true education and formation of soul
accessible to as many young men as possible.

The Academy in this last year has had a chance to be born and
to grow. During this past year, 25 young men have been living with
us with whom we have worked, and whom we have been able to help
by the grace of God. Our goals, which we feel were met, have been .
to give them as fully as possible not only the Orthodox worldview
teachings but also a model and pattern of that life, being lived out by
the other young men and our families altogether. In other words, it
is a family and a community living in a deep and lively way, dedicated
on a daily basis to serving Christ. So many of the students have had
obvious life-changing experiences. In others who were only with us

for a short time there were seeds planted which we pray will affect
them and their decisions for the future of their life.

Searching out a New Location

During the summer we were presented with a few curves in the
road but we remain steady, inspired and on course. We are looking
toward a new building facility and location for the Academy. Since
the limits of our current space are being stretched we are attempting
to find a piece of land that will have both agricultural and animal

husbandry potentials—a piece of land where we can build our future
Academy.

We have visited several new and inspiring sites. If you look
carefully at a map of Kodiak Island you will see that it is the second
largest island in the United States. (Hawaii is the largest.) It is 177
miles long, 80 miles wide and most of it is inaccessible by car, thank
God. We have visited some sites (by car) for the Academy that are
breathtaking, a combination of snow-capped mountains and spruce
trees coming into bold relief by the bright blue waters of Alaskan seas.
Some of them have the buildings we need and others have the space
to build them. We will keep you informed with the next edition of
the Eagle as to the outcome of our search.

We have also established a very valuable relationship with the
town of Kodiak. This is something precious to us and we do our very
best both to maintain and foster that connection. At a recent meeting
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attended by several of the town’s people we applied for a donation of
a 5-bedroom portable building. The response from them to our first
year has been very positive. Our young men were noted for their
service to many people, especially the elderly, and their good dispo-
sition in diligent labors all around the town. One man noted that “St.
Innocent’s Academy offers the only program outside of our high
school for young men who need help in growing up.” We will hear
soon about their decision on the building.

Preparing for the Upcoming School Year

As we begin our new year we welcome 11 students, new and old,
and we are preparing the curriculum of studies, vocational training
and adventures. When our 5 student-missionaries return from Russia
they will find, along with our new students, that our location is
changed but our programs have expanded. We will continue to offer
the way of understanding life through the Orthodox worldview.

In addition to our academic correspondence and home-school-
ing programs, our curriculum is made up of enrichment classes in
many areas. Continuing to build upon our first year’s formation we
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In the spirit of brotherhood: Augustyne Bille, Shawn Sumstine,
Anthony May, Aaron Woldegiorges.

are offering more intensive classes in “Creation vs. Evolution,” Fr.
Seraphim’s “Survival Course,” and many others. Also we will be
reviewing and giving classes in the basic formation of true manhood.
In addition, we are offering primary liturgical/biblical/theological
classes especially to those who are new to Orthodoxy. We have found
that there are never enough times to bring up and review these topics
without learning something new. We will also continue the “History
of Reality” classes begun by Fr. Damascene, who will be back at a
certain point in the year to live with us and give his treasury of good
gifts both to the town and to the young men. We are also expecting

a visit and classes from Fr. George Calciu and our beloved Abbot
Herman.

Boat Craftsmanship

This past year we worked on a number of boat repair projects
from interior carpentry restoration to the ancient art of corking
wooden hulls. Our boat building program is getting off the ground












