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FRIENDS OF ST. INNOCENT’S ACADEMY
¢/O ST. PAISIUS ABBEY, P.O. BOX 130

FORESTVILLE, CALIFORNIA 95436

ST. INNOCENT’'S ACADEMY, P.O. Box 1517, Kodiak, AK 99615

A HOME FOR THE ACADEMY!!

Dear Friends of Saint Innocent’s Academy,

On January 18th, the Eve of Theophany, a wonderful event oc-
curred. Our good friends at Christ the Saviour Brotherhood
bought the former Academy building on Mission Road in Kodiak.
Glory Hallelujah!

We will be leasing the building from them until we have fin-
ished the Academy’s non-profit incorporation. At that time we
plan to buy the building for our permanent home.

This extraordinary act of kindness from Christ the Saviour
Brotherhood enables us to begin the inspiring process of re-
modeling the building to meet the needs of our young men.

The original building was mostly industrial, since it was origi-
nally a metal production shop. Our goal is to transform it into a

suitable academy and most importantly into a "home” where
many young men can come and reclaim, or perhaps find for the
first time, a brotherhood and family in Christ. As a young man is
given the chance to see that his identity lies not in the broken



ideas of this world but in the ideal of living a dedicated life in
Christ, he steps toward maturity and a virtuous manhood.

An important element in this education of character and soul is
his environment. Being, at present, in one of the beautiful former
Baptist Mission orphanage houses has brought this strikingly to
our attention. Thought and attention was obviously given to these
buildings; they were made to accommodate a good number of
youths and yet retain the warmth of a home.

Thus the transformation of our newly acquired building into
something beautiful for Kodiak and the work of our Lord will be
our major focus for the next three months.
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Artist’s rendition of new Academy building outlook

WORK CREWS NEEDED!

Carpenters and others with building skills are needed to redesign
and renovate the newly purchased Academy building. Live across the
road from the stunning beach of Shahafka Cove, walk where St. Her-
man walked, experience the weather of a lifetime! Please contact the

Academy at (907) 486-4376 if you are interested.




Full Moon at Shahafka Cove

Recently two of the monks from St. Michael’s Skete on Spruce
Island, Fr. Martyrius and Fr. Nikodim, paid a brief visit to Kodiak
while on a trip for supplies. They had planned to leave around
4:00 PM, but discovered that the full moon had caused an ex-
tremely low tide, and were unable to get their boat out of Sha-
hafka Cove. This was just another aspect of the unpredictable life
in Alaska, and they had no choice but to wait it out. Thus we had
the unexpected pleasure of having some very welcome guests for
the evening. After dinner, music, and looking at some beautiful
pictures of Mt. Athos, which both of them had visited, we decided
around midnight that the tide was probably high enough for them
to get to the open ocean, so I drove them back to the Cove.We
clambered down over the rocks and loaded the boat, and they de-
parted, the full moon being bright enough to give them ample
light to steer by.

As I stood on the beach and watched their boat disappear out
into the ocean, I looked across the channel to the spruce-covered
Woody Island. Off to the right I could see the mountains of Chi-
niak twenty miles distant bathed in moonlight. Earlier that even-
ing there had been a rare complete eclipse of the full moon, and
the clouds had parted long enough that we could see the bright
moon turn a dusky red, but now was as smooth as glass. Every-
thing glistened in the light. This is the view from our new Acad-
emy building, and night or day I never tire of its beauty. I was
grateful to God for the wildness and beauty of His creation, and
was reminded, as I always am when I leave behind the cars and
buildings and get out into it, how vital it is to spend time in the
world that He alone made. The unique natural beauty of Alaska,
including the mountains, forests, and seas of Kodiak, is an impor-
tant part in the life of the Academy, as it grounds us all in God’s
world and helps us to leave behind the artificial life that we as
men create. It is a vital element in the formation of the souls of
these young men. Another reason to exclaim, "How wondrous are
thy works, O Lord!

- Alan Jones






























