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Lenten Season 2000

Dear Friends of St. Innocent’s Academy,

In this season our young men are discovering prayer and fast-
ing first hand and are adding to it the almsgiving of service. The
very word service, giving of oneself for the good of others, seems
to focus and brace the scattered and dissipated energies of mod-
ern youth. It seems to call to the sleeping giant of the will, to
awaken and come forth! And to do what is good and right in a
troubled and dark society.

During this time of Lent we are given the opportunity through
fasting and prayer to take stock of our inner situation and begin
the necessary “‘spring cleaning.”’

What turns up oftentimes is not a pretty sight. When it all be-
gins to show, a person’s first inclination is anger and resentment
towards others and an ultimate blaming of God and then a pow-
erful impluse to run and hide. This culminates in an overall feel-
ing of despair.

Jesus came to the father who had begged the disciples to cure
his “lunatick’ son. The boy remained unaffected by their word




and prayers. Our Lord rebuked the spirit
and it immediately departed. The aston-
ished disciples, upon asking, “why?"”,
were given this answer: ‘“Because of
your unbelief.... If ye have faith as a
grain of mustard seed ye shall say to this
mountain, Remove hence to yonder place
and it shall remove and nothing shall be
impossible to you. Howbeit this kind
goeth not out but by prayer and fast-
ing.

Our young men are being called to
serve Kodiak more and more as will be
seen in this and the upcoming issues of
the Eagle. This opportunity to serve is a
blessing and antidote to the nagging de- Astwioik by Soan Brister
spair of modern times. It becomes for us Student, Port Lions, AK
the ‘“‘grain of mustard seed” which or-
ders mountains to move and lo, “Nothing shall be impossible to
you.”

Thank you for your support and prayers for us as we continue
to “‘keep the lampada lit” for all of you in the land of Saint Her-
man and Saint Innocent.

A Museum Piece

A part of Kodiak’s rich Russian Orthodox heritage was intro-
duced to us recently through an Academy friend named Teacon
Simeonoff, a young man from the distant village of Akhiok. He
has been studying for many years to become an ‘elder’ among his
people, learning oral traditions deeply steeped in Holy Orthodoxy
and passed down through generations of Alutiq people.

The Alutiq Museum in Kodiak had called the Academy to ask
if the young men could make a “‘star” of the type used in Nativity
processions in the Kodiak archipelago. A friend referred us to
Teacon, who is known throughout the islands as a fine maker of
stars. He agreed to work with Joshua Mead from the Academy,



and together they constructed the frame, then decorating it with
the help of Academy students. The physical construction is but a
small part in the making of a star, however, because there is an
extensive oral tradition on the symbolism and meaning of the star,
and this had to be learned, an undertaking of several days.

In February the star was ready to present to the Museum, and
was taken there by the Academy (see photo). The star will be part
of a museum show which will travel around Alaska, and visit mu-
seums in the ‘lower 48’, including the Smithsonian Institute in
Washington, D.C. After two years of touring, it will return to Ko-
diak to become part of the permanent collection.
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Some Academy students and staff present the new Star to the
Alutiq Museum

A Picnic in February

President’s Day dawned bright, sunny, and cool this February
21st. Fr. Paisius decided that an outing was in order, so after
breakfast and an inspiring talk on how our young men can be a
new wave of witness for Christ and the wisdom for living found
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The reading of Ihe fe of Maria of Ofﬂers: af dinner

in Holy Orthodoxy, preparations for the trip were begun. At 2:30
the caravan formed up and we were off to Middle Bay. We drove
out the Chiniak Road, bumping over the potholes on the dirt road,
breathtaking scenery appearing at every turn and twist. Ranges of
snow covered mountains, trees full of perching eagles, and the
















