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Fast of St. Peter and St. Paul

June brought an enriching stream of visitors and pilgrims to
the Academy and to Saint Herman. Orthodox friends from many
different backgrounds and jurisdictions brought diverse treasures
of Christian experience to share with the Academy community.
Our guests, in turn, were touched by the Christian witness of our
young men striving to fully live the life of traditional Orthodox
Christianity.

June marked the end of the academic year, graduation of some
students, and a shift to outreach in summer activities. Above all
we are definitely experiencing the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
with music and joy!

This issue brings some exciting opportunities for you to share
in the Academy. First, four of our young men are on fire to share
what they have been given through the Academy by a tour in Au-
gust in the Midwest, South and East of the “Lower 48’. Secondly,
photos and words tell about our inspiring June visitors and a new
literary society. Lastly, for those thinking of pilgrimage, we con-
tinue our series on holy sites of Spruce Island.

God bless you in this season of Pentecost!
Fr. Paisius De Lucia



** We're Coming! **

We know that it is difficult for many of you to come and see
first hand what happens at the Academy, so we have decided to
bring the spirit of the Academy to YOU. Four young men from
St. Innocent’s Academy will be touring from the Midwest, South
and as far the East Coast for the entire month of August. We will
also attend the Family Conference in Memphis, TN from August
14th to the 18th.

Fueled by the inspiration we have received by living a com-
mon life in Jesus Christ, we aim to help keep our sister churches,
missions and bookstores inspired to spread the Reality of Ortho-
dox Christianity to those in need.

One goal is to help encourage fellowship within our brother-
hood. In addition we hope to interest future students in participat-
ing in the Academy life. We have prepared a large repertoire of
multicultural singing and dancing performances, slide shows and
lectures to share with any interested audiences. We are glad to
help host public engagements for your community.

In the spirit of the Apostles, we are striking out to bring the
Light of Christ wherever the Holy Spirit directs us. We are pur-
posefully leaving our itinerary open. Please contact us using the
information provided below if you would like to have us visit
you.

May the Lord God bless you all!

Contacting the Academy: Fr. Paisius De Lucia, (907) 486-
4376, FAX 486-1758, St. Innocent’s Academy, P.O. Box 1517,
Kodiak, AK, 99615, e-mail: innocent(@ptialaska.net.

For the Academy’s Visitor’s guide, subscriptions to the Eagle,
or information on showing our video, contact Alan and Donna
Jones at St. Innocent’s Academy, (907) 486-2529, e-mail:
alandonnaj(@ak.com.



Fr. Michael Oyer gives one in a series of lectures on The Orthodox World
View at Monk's Rock Coffehouse and Bookstore.

An Orthodox World View
by Alan Jones

Among our many June visitors we were especially happy to
have Fr. Michael and Matushka Christina Oyer from Santa Rosa,
California. Fr. Michael is an excellent musician and was a great
addition to our Gospel and Bluegrass concert, but he is better
known for being the head of the annual Missionary School at St
Paisius Abbey in Forestville, California.

At the Missionary School, and all over the country, he lec-
tures on the Orthodox World View. This consists of a series of
lectures that covers man’s life on earth from beginning to enc
from an Orthodox Christian perspective. It begins with an exami-
nation of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, then looks at the
creation of angels, earth, and man. This is followed by an 1n-
depth look at the Fall, without which it is impossible to under:
stand either the world that we live in or the need for the coming
of Jesus Christ. The incamation of Christ is then examined, fol-
lowed by the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the life o



the Church and its sacraments which results, and the subsequent
history of mankind, ending in the Last Judgement and the creation
of a New Heaven and New Earth.

It is important to understand this world view because we are
usually offered a view of life without God and without any under-
standing of the reason and purpose of our existence. Popular cul-
ture trivializes our lives, and it is by an examination of a God cen-
tered world view that we are given a view of creation which re-
stores us to our rightful place as sons and daughters of God. It is
especially important for the Academy young men to have this
firm foundation on which to base both their future studies and the
lives in Christ which they are striving so hard to live.

The lectures were well attended night after night by the whole
Academy community, and all were deepened by what was taught.
Father Michael gave the charge to the young men that each was to
take an element of the Orthodox World View and research and
develop his understanding, then report on it to the rest of the
Academy. We are grateful to Father Michael that he came to
teach and inspire us. The fruits of his efforts will be with us all for
a long time to come.

A Visitor’s View
by Mara McLeester

I have been living in the Academy community for several
weeks now, having originally come here on a visit with my fam-
ily, and I am still amazed at the incredible adventures spontane-
ously undertaken. With only an hour’s notice the whole Academy
decided to make “a scene’ at the airport to welcome visitors, and
with only a day’s notice it was decided that I would be appearing
on the local TV station to sing. No one is worried about the de-
tails, and crazy suggestions are always popping up. You know
that 1t 1s as good as decided when Fr. Paisius says, “Well, why
not?”’

While living in the “lower 48", the Academy seemed to be a
far-off paradise of adventures and surprises. When 1 got here, I
discovered that it was better than any of my dreams. The first few



























