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Thanksgiving

The Academy has special reason to give thanks this year as
we have just completed our first week of harvesting potatoes and
other vegetables at Kodiak’s Faith Farms. Agriculture has always
been one of our visions for the young men, in accord with St. In-
nocent’s advice for balanced education. This is a first step toward
the dream of having our own rural agricultural campus.

Outreach by the singing group, now enlarged with the addi-
tion of some new students, has extended to the Alaska Harbor-
master’s Convention, the Christian Youth Ministries Conference,
the University of Alaska Regent’s reception, and the Alaskan
Toastmaster’s Convention dinner. A concert for the Coast Guard
will be coming in November.

At Monk’s Rock, outreach to Kodiak young people has been
refreshed with the beginning of a Socratic Circle discussion group
followed by live music, meetings of the Pushkin Literary Society,
and the installation of a good used book section whose proceeds
will be used to support the Pushkin newsletter.

With this and so much more activity in the past month
(including a visit from Andrew Kalford from Boston who is mak-
ing a film documentary of the Academy) we are very grateful



giving thanks to our Lord Jesus Christ and to all of you for your
support and prayers for our efforts with these young men attend-
ing our Academy.

Fr. Paisius De Lucia
Dean

THE FOLLOWING are comments on the Academy made in
Boston by Sam Dank and Christopher Jones during the August
tour of the Lower 48. Transcribed from the video filmed by An-
drew Kalford:

Christopher:

“Father Paisius is very encouraging towards all the students
(and their learning to sing). He has a pretty good ability to bring it
out of them.

“Generally what we have found is that lots of people have
things inside them that are surprising — from musical talents, to
arts, to the ability to speak in front of others, to courage and the
inner strength to stand up for what they believe in.

“We have been amazed at the flowering that you find in young
men that seem to have nothing.... they come out of the world in
their own heads, doing their own thing completely.

“We’ve found it is shocking how much good is in them, and
how much can come out when you put them in the right environ-
ment, with the right people, working with them in the right way.
That they just start to let loose all the things inside them that are
good....it all comes out and starts to nourish other people as well.

“We are all edified by what our brothers do for us.”

Sam:

“I"'m Samuel Dank, more popularly known as Fr. James’ son,
for all of you who know my father. I came up to the Academy
about a year and four months ago...in pretty sad shape.. . kind of a

t...didn’t quite know what I was getting in to. When 1 first got



At the Memphis, TN, Family Conference: The men sang, danced and spoke
about the Academy. Their trip had begun in Chicago two weeks earlier. One

last singing request came just when they were piling in the car to go. Next stop:
Nashville, TN, Indianapolis, IN, and all points north.

fn Boston, ME: a short time to relax. At the wheel of the U.S.S. Constitution in
Boston Harbor. Center: Fr. James Robinson; standing before the wheel is
daughter and assistant hostess Sarah. Next stop: Charlottesville, VA



After two more stops in Richmond and Charlottesville VA, the men had to
bring the truck they had borrowed back to the Baumans in Indianapolis. They
had pur 3,000 miles on it in the last eight days. Pictured above: Matushka
Margaret (left), Fr. Stephen, Anna, and Stephanie. Next stop: Madison, W1.

there I went through hell [laughter]....I did not want to be there...
but I got used to it. Now that I look back on it, it’s been the best
thing that has ever happened in my entire life, bar none. It’s
brought me to new understanding of God and of myself, and of
what a wretch I am, and also of the world around me. And one of
the things I’ve also learned at the Academy is music. I’ve learned
a lot about music, and gained a great love for music that I never
had before, never thought could be had, and it’s changed my life.
“One of the things that we use music for is as a missionary
tool. I remember when we first started singing, just a bunch of
rag-taggle boys, didn’t quite know what we were doing, and we
learned that first song we sang, ‘What Wondrous Love is This.’
It was around November of last year. We sang it for this Protes-
tant church congregation, it was actually pretty incredible, the
church was full, they had this arched church, it was really beauti-
ful. Then we left and we were heading home, and someone said,
‘Let’s go to Walmart,” and screeeeech [steering wheel motion].
So we drove into the parking lot, and we walk up to the counter,
and we sing this song, right in Walmart. I’'m not used to this kind















