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FRIENDS OF ST. INNOCENT'S ACADEMY
PO. BOX 1928 KODIAK, AK 99515

ST. INNOCENT'S ACADEMY, P.O. Box 1517, Kodiak, AK 99615

THE PURE, the bright, the beautiful,
That stirs our hearts in youth,

The impulse to a wordless prayer,
The dreams of love and truth,

The longings after something lost,
The spirit’s yearning cry,

The strivings after better hopes,
These things can never die.

At the end of this millennial year which has rapidly flown
by, and now almost halfway through our third year of existence,
we find ourselves entering a new and inspiring phase of our
growth: the first stirrings of a God inspired, Christ illumined aca-
demic curriculum. It is a topic that is always in our hearts and
minds, but because of the tremendous effort to plant ourselves
firmly and build the physical Academy we have been relying on
external accredited curricula and enriching them with our own
classes. The time is coming soon to implement a classical high
school curriculum, where souls are taught, rather than subjects. 1
will be sharing more of our thoughts and progress with this in fu-
ture editions of the Eagle.

As enrichment classes, we have taken up the teaching of



Latin (by unanimous popular demand!) as well as History, Phi-
losophy, Theology, English Literature and Writing, and Music
(Choir, Irish Band and Music Appreciation). Through the teach-
ing of these subjects, along with sports, outdoor survival instruc-
tion, search and rescue, boating and seamanship, hunting, fishing,
and manual labor and craft of many types, a young man's heart,
however closed and dark, can be reached and instilled with
warmth. This, coupled with a life of striving after holiness, and
proper discipline in a warm and lively Christian home, completes
the basic framework of Academy life, where indulgence in the
selfish attitude of modern times changes to a life lived in sacrifi-
cial love for the sake of others, and ends in finding our heart in
Our Lord Jesus Christ.

This year has brought much growth, not without tribulation.
The Academy is just beginning to manifest the first glimmers of a
fuller potential. By the Grace of God and your prayers we con-
tinue to grow towards maturity. Through this letter, I cannot ade-
quately thank you all for your support which touches our hearts
when we receive everything from financial support to an envelope
with autumn leaves, carefully picked and sent with love. We pray
for you from the land of Saint Herman and Saint Innocent.

With Love in Our Lord Jesus, your servants,
Fr. Paisius, family and staff

# #* *

THE FOLLOWING LETTER was written in reply to a request for
information about the Academy by a teacher in the Midwest.

Dear M-,

Greetings from Alaska!

Thank you for your inquiry. The Academy could actually be
considered a mix of youth programs welded into a whole as an
Orthodox Christian family community. There are three main pil-
lars of endeavor: academics, work experience, and development
of the soul using traditional Orthodox means.

On the academic side, we have some students doing high



school work and some doing college work.

High school studies currently most often utilize the Kodiak

High School Area Wide Curriculum. (In Alaska, so many stu-

o dents are far from any

A school that the local
schools actually have
their own home
schooling curriculum.
80% of Alaska com-
munities are off-road,
1.e. not connected by a
road to anywhere
else.) We have some
students using other
home schooling curric-
ula as chosen by their
parents. Lastly, it is
also possible for stu-
dents to actually attend the public high school here, although in
practice we find that most students only do so partially for certain
classes or activities.

College work 1s done through Kodiak College, CLEP tests,
GREs, distance learning,
etc.

All students are asked
to attend classes taught at
the Academy in English,
writing, and literature, o F :
taught by a local college SRR el wo ———
instructor. Modular instruc- S ] NN '
tion for periods of weeks to
semesters is also offered,
and we have had a variety _ .
a.s wide a_s _nawgatlo_n, ba- The gleaning crew (including kids) gathers
sic electricity, the literary up potatoes missed by the machine
works of G. K. Chesterton,
and the Orthodox worldview based on the Nicene Creed.

Another aspect of instruction is at meals there is a reading,
usually from the Holy Fathers, the Prologue, saints’ lives, or

Work time, on a combine harvesting potatoes

: Vapl



sometimes classical Iiterature. While this may not seem
“academic,” in reality listening to challenging texts forces every-
one to think, to learn vocabulary, and to read aloud. It is amazing
how much this improves all sorts of academic skills! Fr. Paisius is
always aware of how the young men are responding (or not) to
readings, and stops to question comprehension, discuss difficult
points, and encourage students to make connections of the materi-
als with their own lives. Trapeza readings of this type are a tradi-
tional practice in monasteries, and it is interesting to see the wis-
dom of this practice in action.

In like manner, the reading of the church services also serves
multiple purposes. We try to do as many of the services in the
whole cycle of daily services (the Horologion) as possible. There
is nothing more important than the steeping of the whole person
in the Presence of God. As a side benefit, there is also the fact
that the services are based on the Bible and the psalms, include
the whole teaching cycle of the church, contain sublime poetry
and singing, and, again, contribute to increasing comprehension
and reading skills as the young men take turns being the reader.
We thus also train up church readers who know the services.

Work is the second big component of our program. In addi-
tion to all sorts of household chores, all the young men learn vari-
ous skills through hands-on experience. Construction, remodel-
ing, maintenance, small engines (lawnmowers), car repair, taking
care of horses, fishing, boat handling, etc. are all probabilities.
Some young men want to learn a particular skill like diesel me-
chanics, so we will try to find a person for them to learn from and
perhaps work with. Some of the older men work part-time jobs to
pay for their tuition.

The third component, living the Christian life, also includes
outreach and missionary activities that range from regular visits to
the nursing home, to helping people in the community who ask, to
reaching out to troubled Kodiak young people. Keeping a spiri-
tual journal, following the fasts and feasts of the church, the disci-
pline of prayer, and looking at all aspects of their lives to see if
they are really living a God pleasing life all encourage real
growth.

Classical music, opera, classic movies and books support ba-
sic growth in the soul, which has been neglected in many modern















