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Axios!

WE REJOICE IN THE ORDINATION of our Academy Dean, Fr.
Paisius DeLucia, to the holy priesthood by Metropolitan Joseph
of the Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox Diocese on February 22nd.
We heartily congratulate the Holy Resurrection Parish in Boston
on the consecration of their church, Fr. Michael Oyer, Fr.
Parthenios Turner and Fr. John Schettig on their ordinations to the
priesthood, and Fr. Peter Bunitsky on his ordination to the diacon-
ate.

As always, God in His wonderful mercy has provided all that
is needed and more, through the agency of human beings who
have generously given of themselves and their treasures to make
our life in Christ together at the Academy possible. To name just
a few, we thank the men of St. Innocent’s Academy, who two
years ago in Russia, purchased the festal vestments in which Fr.
Paisius will be ordained, the reverend nuns of St. Paisius Monas-
tery, who gave another beautiful set of vestments, and Daniel
Schultz of Not of This World Bookstore, who sent a set of com-
munion vessels made in Russia. Friends of the Academy have
provided tickets for the De Lucia family to go to Boston, and
other friends will graciously host them while there.

We rejoice also that so many of our readers have told us that
they will travel to Boston to participate. Duties and distance pre-
vent staff and students in Alaska from attending, but many of you
will be there to cry joyfully: Axios! Worthy! We cannot begin to
express the love, gratitude, and confidence we have in Fr. Paisius
and Matushka Mary. Again we say: Axios! Axia! Worthy!




The staff and students of St. Innocent’s Academy

Tutoring at the Academy

by Sr. Mary Butler

AS LUCY AND I WALKED TO the Academy for our daily hello,
it seemed to be a rather usual day. Alaskan winter waters were
crashing against the rocks, and native groups of crows and sea-
gulls were flying about. Little did we know that this day would
bring about a new and interesting work, which God would ask us
to do.

With a few swift changes and willing hearts, Lucy and [ were
now tutors to the young men. Soon I was teaching one of the stu-
dents handwriting, and finding great success with a young man
who had been labeled unable to write anything legible in his own
handwriting. Since I was nine years old, I had a dream of becom-
ing a teacher. The process of getting a teaching degree, given the
state of colleges today, has always been discouraging to me.

[’ve found that working with the soul in educating a young
person makes quite a difference. The range of teaching can span
from making a solar cooker in order to melt chocolate (which
doesn’t work very well in Alaska during the winter), to walking
out the alphabet for handwriting class, to visiting the local Fishery
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Industrial Technology Center’s touch tank to learn about and han-
dle Alaska marine life. I am learning that the possibilities are end-
less when educating a human soul. It has inspired me and other
young people in our community that we have something worth-
while to contribute to the life of the Academy. This experience
has not only encouraged me towards teaching in the future, but
has given me a new way to see how to touch another soul. This
has meant more to us, who want to help those of our own genera-
tion out of the nihilistic systems of the world, than anything else
we could be doing with our lives.

In addition to being the manager of Monk's Rock Coffeehouse and Book-
store, Sr. Mary is one of six people currently tutoring at the Academy, five of
whom attend the Academy or live at St. Sophia's House. Many of them are in-
terested in a teaching career, and are finding the experience very valuable.

On Icons and Iconography

by Innocent Damiano

EVERY SOUL LONGS FOR GOD and wishes to reach to the
heights of heaven. From the lost gutter punks on the streets of
New York to the monks in their desert sketes, our souls long to
leave this world and ascend to the spirit of truth. But how? How
can man, who lives 1n this world, be brought to such heights? As
fallen man we cannot do this on our own. As men of flesh and
spirit we need an instrument in tune with our souls to direct us to-
wards God. One way we do this is by means of the holy icons.
They are prescribed by the church to take us from our minds that
only see the things of this world, and move us to the realm of our
hearts. This allows us to see God more clearly and makes us more
open to receive the Holy Spirit, who burns the icon of Christ into
our hearts so that we may be icons to the world.

In keeping with this purpose, tradition calls for the church to
be adormed with priceless icons of the life of Christ and His
saints. This changes its four walls into a spacious heavenly realm.
When the envoys of St. Vladimir, Prince of Kiev, entered the
great church of Hagia Sophia in Constantinople they said they
didn’t know whether they were on earth or in Heaven. At the
Academy, we are making an attempt to bring the heavenly grace
that the icons carry to our small chapel. We have started painting
the altar with the Crucifixion and the Mother of God icon “More
Spacious than the Heavens.” When the chapel is finished, it will
hopefully be a heavenly refuge for all who enter.



lconography class. Left to right: Wayne Stallard, instructor innocent
Damiano, and Chioe Wood.. Not shown: Spyridon Oliver.

Two students at the Academy, Spyridon Oliver and Wayne
Stallard, as well as the Assistant Dean’s daughter, Chloe Wood,
are taking a class on the painting of icons. They are learning the
purpose and symbolism of icons, and are painting an icon of the
Mother of God. Chloe, who has previous painting experience,
will be helping to do the icons for the chapel and will be continu-
ing 1conography well after the class is over.

Through the use of icons in the church, the understanding of
the effect on one’s heart and soul, and by painting them ourselves,
we gain enlightenment, inspiration, and a fire that burns within us
so that we may be icons to the world.

Innocent Damiano attends St. Innocent's Academy and teaches inconogra-
phy. He is also taking a painting class in egg tempera at Kodiak College. One
of his drawings is shown below.
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