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Spiritual Warriors

~ ““WARS AND rumors of wars” - doesn’t that sum up the fears
and concerns of many of us these days?

The Academy is a school for academics, vocational skills, the
life of the Church - but it is first and foremost a training ground
for spiritual warriors. We both teach and constantly relearm the
use of the Christian tools: prayer inside and outside church, fast-
ing, almsgiving, a continent life, rejoicing in God’s many mercies
(both large and small), loving God, and loving our neighbors.

As spiritual warriors, the young men and women, staff and
families are called into daily battles. We have not been exempt
from the plagues of fear and despair that have swept through our
country and the world, as well as the daily personal battles each
of us must face within ourselves.

However, we also experience God’s victories as He continu-
ally works miracles, small and large, in each day. One visiting
new parent recently remarked that he could see that “we obwvi-
ously weren’t in it for the money,” a nice way of commenting on
our rattlebangety old cars and in-progress renovations. These very
lacks are cause for continually throwing ourselves on God’s mer-
cies, and God does provide, abundantly, everything we really
need.



We would like to ask you to pray for us: pray for us in your
homes, and commemorate us in your churches. Your prayers
unite us in the spiritual and temporal battles of these days, giving
us strength and heart to keep going.

In Christ,
The Academy Staff and Students

A New Year at the Academy

by Donna Jones

THE ACADEMY STARTS ITS fourth year this fall, striving to
bring our bumper crop of young men into a deepening of the
qualities of fatherhood. These qualities may be applied eventually
into all the kinds of fatherhood; husband and father, deacon or
priest, or monastic, as God may call each young man. Our tools
include the cycle of services of the holy Orthodox Church, tra-
peza readings, study of the Holy Fathers, academics, work experi-
ence, music, service and outreach experience, and wilderness out-
ings and skills, to name just a few.

We have expanded our academic focus from high school or
GED preparation to include students attending college courses at
Kodiak College and seminary studies at St. Herman’s Seminary.
Volunteer instructors for enrichment classes include Joshua Res-
nick (from Syracuse, NY) here to teach a hands-on science
course, Mr. Robert Meade, the Assistant Superintendent of the
Kodiak Public Schools, teaching Latin, and Mr. Mike Rostad, a
Kodiak College instructor, teaching English and writing. Special
studies and activities for individual students range widely from
bass, viola and other instrumental lessons, junior rifle, private pi-
lot ground school, baking, and seamanship classes from the Coast
Guard auxiliary.

Hands-on vocational work in fishing, agriculture, building
trades, and teaching are available. This summer’s work fishing
commercially on our donated jitney yielded fine catches for be-



ginners, lots of experiences, and memorable Alaska impressions
of bears, wild lands, and sea craft. Assistant Dean Justin Wood
and his hardy crew surprised even experienced Kodiak fisher folk
by learning and succeeding at a difficult business.

Other work opportunities at the Academy include repairing
and maintaining graveyards, auto and equipment repair and main-
tenance at the Baptist Mission, house painting, and various jobs
and projects for Kodiak residents and businesses ranging from
building decks to moving furniture.

Staff development has been a focus. Fr. Dcn. James and
Katherine Hughes of Santa Rosa conducted a hands-on teaching
seminar for staff, staff interns, and the young women of St.
Sophia’s House in August. Fr. Paisius works very closely with
each member of the whole staff to discern how to best convey the
spirit and practice of the Academy.

Outreach programs this Fall include a 16-week series of lec-
tures on various topics, to be held at Monk’s Rock Coffeehouse
and Bookstore, and inaugurated by Joshua Resnick in September

gt ; Y g S Lo

& a-an:-s%"ir

Fyre ¥ il
[ o 1 e a [

Three fishing boats pulling up in Shahafka Cove in front of the Academy sig-
nafl the end of the fishing season! At last our boys are home after weeks at sea.
Not pictured: the large, joviul welcoming crew standing on the shore,



with his lecture on “Scientism.” Two Academy men have expanded
Monk’s Rock hours to be open from 7 am. to 10 p.m. weekdays,
and Saturdays 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. On Friday nights the Socratic Circle
discussion group has attracted a wide variety of local young people,
and Monk’s Rock closes when the last guest goes home, often in the
wee hours of the morning. Mamas Pousson has expanded the used
book section at Monk’s Rock into a full-fledged used book store,
Kodiak’s one and only.

Our tour this summer brought us into contact with many people
in the East and Midwest. One highlight was attending the Bulgarian
National Diocesan Convention, where the tour group, including Fr.
Paisius, staff, students, and young ladies from our St. Sophia’s
house for young women, sang and played music for the banquet and
other occasions. The tonsuring in Boston of seven readers, acolytes,
and psalmists to serve at St. Innocent’s Chapel was also a blessing
to us all. Axios!

The Academy CD, cut on tour in Nashville, is in final stages of
mastering and production. The fall choir and Irish String Band is up
and running. New student David Gilbert, a former lead singer for his
punk rock band, surprised us all by learning some of the repertoire

A pilgrim prepares to begin a journey out to Spruce Island, home of St. Her-
man.
























