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Spring at St. Tnnocents

Greetings in the Lord from St. Innocent’s Academny!

Over the last few months the Academy has been involved in a
number of activities relating t0 the local town community, which you
will be reading about in this and future issues. Before we tell about
these activities in detail, however, let us place them in the context of
our Academy life. «

At the heart of St. Innocent’s Academy is its Orthodex worship,
instruction and discipline. We have formal prayers in church three
times a day—morning, noon and night—afier which several students
usually remain in church 1o do an Akathist service 1o the Mother of
God. Each of the students takes turn reading the services in the kliros,
so that each will become accustomed to the daily cycle of services, which
is the backbone of all Orthodox Chrissian life. This, of course, is in
addition to Vigils and Liturgies which we have for all Sundays and
Feast Days.

The Orthodox instruction takes place during morning and eve-
ning classes at she Academy and every week at Monk’s Rock coffee-

house. Here the students learn the Orthodox world-view—



subjects, from modern psychiatry to evolutionism, from Giotto to
Jackson Pollock, from Jack Londorn-to Edgar Allan Foe, from Ameri-
can slavery to the recent war in Kosovo, from the communism of
yesterday to the international socialism of the furure, from Ilam 1o
Rastafarianism, and so on.

But the instruction does not end there. Much of it has to do with
character development, based on the Orthodox reaching on unseen
warfare and vhe spiritual life. This type of instrction does take place
in the classroom, but most of it takes place elsewhere: at the refectory
sable, from the ambo, in counseling talks in the dean’s office, and in
special gatherings of the students and staff. Such talks, by the grace of
God, enable ws to remain on an even keel as we sail through the sea of
life and the rush of activities that are going on az the Academny They
ffecs the characier development which makes all the acsivities spiritu-
ally fruit-bearing.

Finally, our life here is based on discipline. We run a tight ship:
right enough to keep the sails from sagging, bz not too sight to make
the ropes break. Every student has his daily tasks, and every one takes
turns at leadership. Concessions arve made to real physical disabilities,
but not to laziness and self-pampering. We find thas the studenss thrive
under this level of discipline, and that when it is lacking they begin to
have difficulries. ' )

Out of these three facets of the Academy’ inner life—Orthodox
worship, instruction and discipline—zthe Academy has been actively
reaching out and becomning involved in the local community. Kodiak
is especially conducive to this, because it has such a strong community
spirit. The town is very appreciative and actually inspired by osr boys.
But this world not be the case if not for the active implemensation of
the three facets outlined above.

I order to pay our expenses (the cost of living in Kodiak is very
bigh), the students do jobs around Kodiak—and now at Katmai
Lodge (see below)—under the supervision of our Assistant Dean,

Justin Wood. This has been a very important facet of the Academys
life, because it has taught our students a primary Christian virtue: love
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of labor. But it has also been an important outreach 200! Deeds speak
louder than swords. When people around town see the boys cheerful,
respectful and diligent in doing manual labor, they are impressed and
frankly amazed. They are amazed, y10t necessarily because the boys are
so great (although they often are), bust becauses by contrast, the general
lot of the youth of today are so aimless and phlegmatic, being the
products of our modern society of self-worship. When our A
young men go out in their uniforms, eager to belp when needed, they
bring much joy into peoples Lives
In addition o the jobs they do, the students have been reaching
out to the local community in creasive, artistic ways. One of the
‘challenges connected with all these forms of outreach is o show the
young men how to make i contribusion to socicty in the name of Christ
without being defiled and corrupted by the world. Dealing with this
. challenge bas been a vital learning experience for both the students and
szaff- It is far better that the young men learn bow to face the world as
Orthodax Christian men now, while they bave the support of a
disciplined Orthodox environmen:, than later, when they may find

themselves more on their own.

In the following pages you will read the words of the students
themselves concerning their recent activities. We are not able to include
all of the activities in 1his issue, but will cover them in fiture issues.

The fact that the students themnselves bave written these accowunts
is itself significant. As you all know, many students coming out of the
public schools roday not enly don't know bow o work, they also hardly
know how to read, let alone write a coberent paragraph. Here ar the
Academny, largely thanks to our English instructor Mike Rostad, the
students have a love of reading and writing, and a love Jor great
literature, and they are constantly growing in their knowledge and
skills.

We thank you for your support to the Academy May our Lord
Jesus Christ reward you in His Heavenly Kingdom. !

With love in Christ,

I Damascene



Katmai Experience

Ever since last wincer the
students at the Academy have
been padendy awaitog the op-
portunity to work at the Kammai
Wilderness Lodgr:, Finally the
opportunity came, and it was
more than we expected. Four of
us were chosen to ride over on the
boat, “Schatzie Girl,” and four of
us to fly over on the helicopter
owned by Tom Walters, the

owner and host. We were going for the main purpose of delivering
the lumber, which we had loaded the afterncon before. The “Schaczie
Girl” was tethered to the dock in Saint Herman's Bay, where our local
hardware depot, Spenard’s, drove the wood down to the water’s edge.
We then took it down to the end of the pier and stored it in the open
deck of the boat. There were three loads from Spenard’s—all the
supplies needed to build another cabin our on Katmai.

Ar nine o'clock thac night four of us rushed down to the dock
and loaded everything onto the boat. The weather had finally prom-
ised to be somewhac benign and the caprain, Mr. Ross, told us they
had decided to wait until night for this very reason. He showed us
the radar, the compass, the radio, and explained how to get in touch
with the Coast Guard in case of touble.

Setting our, we all sang a prayer. There was some concern on
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